
New features in Evergreen 2.2 

Redesigned OPAC Interface 

The basic catalog has been replaced by the Template Toolkit OPAC (TPAC). Compared to the traditional catalog 

(JSPAC), TPAC uses far fewer network calls for each page, resulting in faster loading pages. TPAC is built on the 

Template Toolkit language to enable simple but powerful customization, and supports integrated gettext-based 

translation for strings—including placeholders and quantities—for better internationalization support.   

 

Additionally, mobile browsers will see increased performance and functionality via the new OPAC. 

 

New OPAC features for patrons include: 

 A preferred search location. Unlike the default search library in the previous OPAC, this setting will also 
control which copies display first in search results and record detail screens.  

 A preferred pickup location for holds.  
 Ability to keep a history of borrowed items, and see them as such in search results (Opt-in) 
 The ability to keep a history of holds.  (Opt-in) 
 The autocomplete feature will attempt to suggest search terms based on your partial entry, similar to 

popular search engines. 

 

http://template-toolkit.org/


Copy Location Groups 

Staff members can group together copy locations to use as a search filter in the catalog. When a user selects a copy 
locations group and performs a search, the set of results will be limited to records that have copies in one of the 
copy locations within the group. Groups can live at any level of the library hierarchy and may include copy 
locations from any parent org unit or child org unit. 
 

For example, one might group shelving locations:  Children’s Fiction, Children’s Non-Fiction, and Children’s DVDs 

into a group called “For Kids” which can then be selected in the OPAC as a filter. 

 

 

Patron Statistical Category Enhancements 

The following enhancements have been added to patron statistical categories: 

 categories can be marked as required (must be filled out when a patron is registered)  
  categories can be marked to allow or disallow user-created entries  
  an entry for a given category and org unit can be marked as the default entry. It will be 

automatically selected in the new patron registration screen. 

Copy Location Alerts 

This enhancement adds a new checkin_alert column to copy locations. If true (defaults to false), then a routing alert is 

generated at reshelving time for the location. This is intended for special locations, such as Display, that may require 

special handling, or that temporarily contain items that are not normally in that location. 



 

SMS (Text) Notifications  

Current features that use SMS include hold-ready-for-pickup notifications and a “Send Text" action for call 

numbers in the OPAC, to assist with tracking down an item on the shelf. The patron must opt-in to receive SMS 

notifications by logging into their My Account, enabling the SMS notification and entering their preferred phone 

number. 

This setting has been approved by the Executive Committee and will be implemented with Evergreen 2.2. 

 

 

                                         

Hello John! The item 
you placed on hold is 
available for pickup at 
the library. It will be 
held for one (1) week at 
your Local Library. 

Call Number: J 629.22 
Bea Location: Stacks 
Library: Example Branch 
1 Title: All about electric 
and hyrid cars / Author: 
Bearce, Stephanie 



Customize Toolbars 

Evergreen 2.2 expands upon the "Toolbars" feature by allowing users to create, edit their own custom toolbars to 

match individual workflows.  Toolbars can be customized at several depths (Org Unit, Workstation, User) which 

allows for greater flexibility and personalization for individuals, or institutions. 

 

Mark Patron E-mail or Phone as Invalid 

Staff can mark a patron’s email address or phone number as invalid in the patron editor. The system will clear the 
email (or phone) field from the databse and [both optionally, per library setting]: 

1. create a corresponding standing penalty against the user, for staff to notice next time they bring up said 
patron in the staff client;  

2. create a patron note. Related penalties (but not notes) will be cleared whenever that patron’s email address 
or phone number is updated again.  

Option to Place Holds on Age Protected Items  

Allow choice of placing hold despite age protection. If someone places a hold, they get "Problem: All available copies are 

temporarily unavailable at your pickup library. Placing this hold could result in longer wait times." And the option to say 

go ahead, or not. 

Patrons from the same library as the item can still hold it, and they will get it first until the 6 month expires.  After that, 

it’s back to opportunity holds.  Wherever the item gets returned, it will start filling holds.  This is to reduce transits.  The 

same as it works today.  So, as long as it doesn’t get returned somewhere other than the owning library, the patrons from 

that library will keep getting it “first”. 

 

 



Recent Staff Searches 

You can view your recent searches as you 

perform them in the staff client. By default, 

staff can view their recent searches, although the 

number is configurable. This feature is only 

available through the staff client; it is not available 

to patrons in the OPAC.  

 

 

Required Patron Registration Fields 

Fields in the Patron Registration screen which are required in order to save the Patron Record have changed since version 

1.6. In conjunction with the implementation of Evergreen 2.2, we will also be requiring birth date as a mandatory field in 

the patron registration screen as per the decision made by the Evergreen Indiana Executive Committee. 

 

Customizing OPAC Links 

In earlier versions, libraries could append an ?ol= variable to the URL to scope searches within their library to 

their own catalog. The structure for this has changed, in 2.2.  Where previously ?ol= was used, the variable is now 

?locg= followed by the org unit ID value. 

Libraries can find their unique value by running the report entitled “Org Unit Listing” in the EI Templates > 

Miscellaneous folder. 

Links may be updated anytime however they will not be valid until after the upgrade is complete on Sunday, 

September 16. Links should be updated as follows: 

OLD: http://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/index.xml?ol=73 or 

https://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/index.xml?ol=isli 

NEW: http://evergreen.lib.in.us/eg/opac/home?locg=73 

 

Embedded Search Forms 

Libraries who have chosen to embed a direct Evergreen search via a form "get" on their website will need to 

reconstruct those search boxes.  Example is the HMMPL site at the top of their page 

(http://www.zionsville.lib.in.us/hmmpl/page/main) 

OLD: 

<form method="get" action="https://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/rresult.xml"> 

NEW: 

<form action="http://evergreen.lib.in.us/eg/opac/results" method="GET"> 

 

http://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/index.xml?ol=73
https://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/index.xml?ol=isli
http://evergreen.lib.in.us/eg/opac/home?locg=73
http://www.zionsville.lib.in.us/hmmpl/page/main
https://evergreen.lib.in.us/opac/en-US/skin/default/xml/rresult.xml
http://evergreen.lib.in.us/eg/opac/results

